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Reds regarded Wielopolski as a traitor, and attempted to assas-
sinate him in July and August, 1862. The Whites refused to
support him. In response to a proclamation from Constantine,
enumerating the reforms to be made, a meeting of the nobility
declared it impossible to maintain the government '* unless it was
a national Polish government, with all the provinces united under
free laws." The nobility of Podolia and Lithuania voted ad-
dresses demanding union with the Kingdom of Poland.

In order to rid himself of the democratic party, Wielopolski
planned to make use of military recruiting. He issued a secret
order *for levying recruits, not, as was the custom, from among
the peasants, but in the cities, and without excepting the stu-
dents, choosing by preference persons " of ill repute since the
late troubles." At Warsaw the young men designated were ar-
rested at night and imprisoned in the citadel. But the majority
had been warned in time and had taken refuge in the woods.
Thus began the insurrection of 1863.

It was a secret revolt, altogether different from that of 1830.
The insurgents had at no time either army, government, or fixed
centre. They were not in control of any city, the whole country
remaining in the power of the Russian officials and soldiers.
But armed bands, formed in the forests, appeared suddenly, made
little skirmishes, and finally took refuge on Austrian soil, in
Galicia, The secret central committee at Warsaw printed and
posted proclamations, gave orders, levied contributions, and bore
itself like a government, while the Poles obeyed it without letting
the Russian police discover it (it met in the University buildings).
This committee first declared itself a provisional government
and issued a proclamation against " the foreign government of
brigands," promising to the peasants ownership of their land
and to the landlords indemnity at the state's expense. All who
took part in the war were to receive allotments of land (January,
1863). In March it enjoined the Polish subjects of Austria and
Prussia fo make no revolt in their provinces, but to " concentrate
all the national force against the most terrible enemy, the Rus-
sian Tsar." It begged them to send men, arms, and money to
the Poles in Russia. It appointed successively two dictators,
then proclaimed itself " the national government." Another se-
cret committee, formed at Wilna, called itself the " national gov-
ernment " in Lithuania, declaring the country an inseparable part
of Poland (March 31). Then the provinces erf the southwest,
Volhynia, Podolia, and Ukraine, revolted in May, 1863.